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(Mrs Rye)

Save The Queens Ltd presentation to EHDC Planning Committee 13th February 
2019

I am chair of Save The Queen Ltd a community group with 110 supporters. This 
application is also objected to by the committee of the Selborne Association which has 
over 150 members. 

It is clear that the overwhelming majority of people in Selborne do not want to see The 
Queens turned into houses. This is because we recognise that the pub is vitally 
important to the life and long term prosperity of our village. Selborne is a major tourist 
attraction in the SDNP, local businesses are reliant on tourism - when operating as a 
pub, the year before the new owner bought it, The Queens had 100% bed occupancy at 
weekends and 75% during the week – hardly the sign of a failing business.

The Queens needs to be given a fair chance but as you’ve heard, there has been no 
genuine attempt to find alternative commercial operators. Quite the opposite - the 
owners have indulged in a campaign to put off buyers. And Vail Williams and the case 
officer both find that the marketing has been flawed. For example the leasehold has only 
been marketed for the last 6 months.

But the Vail Willams finding of non-viability, relied upon in the officer’s report, ignores 
the marketing requirements of CP16 which is actually the only policy test of viability and 
instead prioritises the financial interests of the owner above that of the community and 
says he cannot be compelled to sell for a loss.  Yet p.4 of the officers report states that 
loss of property value is not a material consideration for planning decisions – and Policy 
SD43 states “Proposals for losing a community facility must not be based solely 
on the needs of the current owner or their business model.” 

The Council is not powerless when it comes to The Queens – refusing permission now 
could enable it to be used as a pub again. Two bids have been made from people in the 
village. One of these bids is fully funded – that is to say funds are available now to buy 
the pub and carry out the work to bring it back to use – close to the £1 million pounds 
Vail Williams says would be required. This bid is backed by accounts which show the 
pub returning an 11% profit after 3 years.  Why does Vail Williams not take account of 
this clear proof of viability?

At the beginning of last year EHDC awarded The Queens Asset of Community Value 
status - the subsequent removal of this is currently under investigation by the LGO. We 
have lodged a new ACV nomination and this is now being considered by the Council. A 
number of Councils, recognising the vital importance of a pub to the community have 
moved to Compulsory purchase an option here given the investors willing to take it on. In 
the meantime, if Councillors are concerned about the pub becoming an eyesore they can 
invoke section 215 of Town and Country planning Act 1990 which requires owners to 
maintain their property.

The Queens is an entirely viable proposition. 


